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BAM is subdivided into departments and the departments into divisions.
The specialised work is organised within working groups. Opening, closing
and evaluation of these groups are carried out with controlling techniques.

The main areas of expertise of the technical departments

1 Analytical Chemistry; Reference Materials
Provision and assessment of reliable methods and reference materials in
analytical chemistry.

2 Chemical Safety Engineering

Guaranteeing and improving safety in the handling of explosive, flammable or otherwise
dangerously reactive substances, systems of substances or articles as well as pressurised
gases in the field of legislation on dangerous substances and goods, explosives and
weapons, equipment safety and immission control.

3 Containment Systems for Dangerous Goods

Ensuring and improving the level of safety of containment systems for the transport and
storage of hazardous goods, including safe transport and storage practices. BAM in its role as
an element of the Federal administration is the competent authority in this field.

4 Materials and Environment

The assessment of the environmental compatibility of materials by a multidisciplinary team of
engineers, chemists, geologists and biologists and the investigation of long-term interactions
at the material/environment interface covering technical, ecological and economic aspects.

5 Materials Engineering
Safety and reliability of components under mechanical and thermal loading — an inter-
disciplinary approach — comprising materials sciences, design and manufacturing technology.

6 Materials Protection and Surface Technologies

Ensuring the functional safety of components and plants subjected to changes in thermal,
chemical and environmental conditions often in combination with varying mechanical and
physical stresses for damage prevention; development and validation of process and testing
techniques accompanying production as well as reference materials.

7 Safety of Structures

The investigation and assessment of the safety, reliability and durability of building materials,
structural components and structures with regard to mechanic, climatic, complex and fire
impact.

8 Non-Destructive Testing

Ensuring a safe and intended condition of products, industrial plants and systems by Non-
destructive Testing (NDT), monitoring and materials characterisation; development and combi-
nation of methods for an improved reliability of testing results.

9 Components Safety

S Accreditation, Quality in Testing
Quality management system and developing of technical and quality management rules for
testing laboratories; accreditation, certification; national speaker for quality in testing.

BAM: Notified Body (ldentification Number: 0589) according to EC Directives

e Explosives for civil uses (93/15/EEC)

e Equipment and protective systems intended for use in potentially explosive
atmospheres (94/9/EC)

Pressure equipment (97/23/EC)

Transportable pressure equipment (1999/36/EC)

Construction products (89/106/EEC)

Placing on the market of pyrotechnic articles (2007/23/EC)

Our Status

BAM is a scientific and technical senior
Federal Institution under the authority of
the Federal Ministry of Economics and
Technology. It is the successor of ,Staat-
liches Materialprifungsamt“ (Public Mate-
rials Testing Office) founded in 1871 and
of “Chemisch-Technische Reichsanstalt”
(Chemical Technical State Institute) set up
in 1920.

Our Mission

We ensure ongoing safety in technology
and chemistry through

research and development

testing, analysis, approval and
certification

consultation, information and advice
within our objective of promoting German
industrial development.

Our Guideline

Safety in technology and chemistry

Our Responsibilities

> Statutory functions relating to
technical safety in the public domain,
especially as regards dangerous
materials and substances

» Collaboration in developing
statutory regulations, for example
on safety standards and threshold
values

> Advising the Federal Government
and industry on safety aspects of
materials and chemical technology

> The development and supply of
reference materials and methods,
in particular for chemical analysis
and materials testing

> Assisting in the development of
standards and technical regulations
for the evaluation of substances,
materials, structures and processes
with reference to damage prediction
and prevention, environmental protec-
tion and preservation of national eco-
nomic values

» Enhancement of safety and reliability
in chemical and materials technologies

Our Key Areas
> Analytical chemistry

Safe handling of dangerous materials
and dangerous goods

v

Safe and environmentally compatible
use of materials

v

Safe operation of technical systems
and processes

v

Damage mechanisms and damage
analysis

Our National and
International Cooperation

Our tasks for technology, science, econ-
omy and society require interdisciplinary
cooperation.

We collaborate closely with technologi-
cal institutions in Germany and abroad,
especially with national institutes. We give
advice to Federal Ministries, economy
associations, industrial enterprises and
consumer organisations. Furthermore

we provide expertise to administrative
authorities and law-courts. In the area of
measurement, standardisation, testing and
quality assurance we are the competent
national authority for testing techniques.
Our members of staff are cooperating
with numerous technical, legislative and
standardisation bodies in order to develop
technical rules and safety regulations

and represents the Federal Republic of
Germany both on the national and inter-
national level.
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